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This study investigates at what age children can use Japanese deictic verbs iku meaning ‘to go’ and
kuru ‘to come’ to descrive motion event in the same way as adult narive speakers’ use by applying the
theory of usage-based models (Langacker 1988, Tomasello 2003).
Since the deictic verbs iku and kuru are basic motion verbs, children relatively start using them from
an early age, and they repeatedly use these verbs in everyday situations. However, it takes a quite long
time to acquire as accurately as adult native speakers. Some studies have shown that some children of
6 or 7 years old still make mistakes when they use these verbs (Clark 1974 on English, Masataka 1999
on Japanese). It has also been found that some adults native speakers’ use of iku and kuru confuses
for children to find the correct usage patterns of the exchangeable semantic types (Takanashi 2019). In
some contexts, we can use either iku or kuru, which is a matter of constural. Although research on the
acquisition of deictic verbs has been being carried out, it has not been clarified when children can use
iku and kuru as accurately as adult native speakers yet.
We conducted experiments to find out at what age children can use iku and kuru without making
mistakes. In the experiments, 28 children from age 6 to 12 years were asked to answer 20 questionsii
that they needed to choose iku or kuru depending on contexts. The same experiments were conducted
for 10 adult narive speakers to confirm the difference between adults and children's use. The questions
were asked using slideshows on powerpoint to make children understand the scenes and contexts
clearly.
The following specific issues were addressed:
(1) When can children use iku and kuru to describe motion event as accuracy as adult native speakers?
(2) How do children use iku and kuru of the exchangeable semantic types?
As a result of the experiments, these revealed that most children at the age of twelve could use iku
and kuru to descrive motion event as accurately as adult native speakers. However, some children of
this age still make mistakes, and some were not confident which verb to use. Iku and kuru have the
unique aspect of both ease and simplicity, and that complicity is inhered, which may affect the acquisition
of these verbs.
To be more specific, the following results were identified:
1. Children around the age of twelve almost can use iku and kuru as accurately as adult native speakers
when they describe motion event. However, some children still make mistakes, or in some cases, even
they do not make mistakes, some were still struggling to use iku and kuru correctly. Adult native
speakers answered the questions without taking time. However, children tended to hegitate and take
time before answering questions.
2. Children tend to describe motion event subjectively for exchangeable semantic types. They tend to
construe these verbs more subjectively compared to adult native speakers of Japanese.
References
Clark, Eve V. (1974) Is he coming or going? On the acquisition of deictic verbs. Journal of Verbal
Learning and Verbal Behavior,13:5, pp.559-572.
Langacker R. W (1988) A usage-based model. In Brygida Rudzka-Ostyn (Eds.), Topics in Cognitive
Linguistics. pp.127-161. Philadelphia: John Benjamins.
Masataka, N.(1999) Ninchi to gengo. In Kiritani, eds., Kotoba to Kokoro no Kakutoku.
Kyoto: Maneuver.
Takanashi, M. (2019) The acquisition of the deictic verbs iku meaning ‘to go' and kuru meaning ‘to
come’ in Japanese: From the perspective of exchangeability. Tama Art University Bulletin
Paper, 33, pp. 145-153.
Tomasello, M. (2003) Constructing a Language. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
i This study was supported by JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (c) Number 16K02699.
ii One of the questions asked on the experiment is as follows: Question1: ’ Kore kara socchi ni (

(

) there.)’

1. kuru ne (coming) 2. iku ne (going)

). ( I am

