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Manner of motion is a co-event type that has been treated extensively in the research of motion typology. 
However, as noticed by Talmy (2017), there are other co-events that have received less attention. One 
such example is concomitance, which denotes an activity that “co-occurs with the main Motion event 
and is an activity that the Figure of the Motion event additionally exhibits” (Talmy 2000:46, also cf. Israel 
1996; Beliën 2008; Olofsson to appear). The question asked in this paper is to what extent this co-event 
is represented in motion event description in Swedish. As a point of departure, consider the following 
examples. 
 

(1) Siri hostade iväg till bussen (‘Siri coughed off to the bus’) 
(2) Siri skojade runt på stan (‘Siri joked around in the city’) 

 
In example (1), the verb hosta ‘cough’ is used in a double adverbial construction that consists of a verb, 
the directional adverb iväg ‘off’ and a prepositional phrase headed by the preposition till ‘to’ denoting the 
goal of the motion. In example (2), the verb skoja ‘joke’ is used in a structurally similar construction that 
consists of a verb, the directional adverb runt ‘around’ and the prepositional phrase headed by på ‘on’ 
denoting the restricted area in which the motion takes place. None of the verbs hosta and skoja are 
motion verbs but rather activities the moving subject is performing while moving. Both (1) and (2) are 
novel and hence examples of productive uses of the [VERB-iväg-till] ‘verb-off-to’ construction and the 
[VERB-runt-på] ‘verb-around-on’ construction respectively. 

In this talk, which builds on a comprehensive corpus study of 17 Swedish motion constructions 
(Olofsson 2018), I will show that mainly a few of the most productive constructions are used with 
concomitance verbs, while the major part of the constructions are used only with a set of common motion 
verbs (such as springa ‘run’ and åka ‘go bv vehicle’). 

This leads to the assumption that in order to capture the use of novel verbs in motion event 
descriptions, such as the concomitance activity verbs, one needs to account for specific (partially 
lexically filled) motion constructions (cf. Boas 2008). 
 

References 
Beliën, Maaike (2008). Constructions, constraints, and construal. Adpositions in Dutch. LOT. 
Boas, Hans (2008). Determining the structure of lexical entries and grammatical constructions in 

Construction Grammar. Annual Review of Cognitive Linguistics 6: 113–144. 
Israel, Michael (1996). The way constructions grow. In Goldberg, Adele (Ed.), Conceptual Structure, 

Discourse and Language. Stanford: CSLI Publications: 217–230.  
Olofsson, Joel (2018). Förflyttning på svenska. Om syntaktisk produktivitet utifrån ett 

konstruktionsperspektiv [’Motion in Swedish – on productivity from a construction grammar 
perspective’]. Doctoral thesis. University of Gothenburg. 

Olofsson, Joel (to appear). Co-event Relations in Swedish Motion Constructions. In: Benjamin Fagard 
& Laure Sarda (Eds.), Neglected Aspects of Motion-Event Description. To appear with John 
Benjamins. 

Talmy, Leonard (2000). Toward a Cognitive Semantics Vol.2: Typology and Process in Concept 
Structuring. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press.  

Talmy, Leonard (2017). Foreword: Past, present, and future of motion research. In: Iraide Ibarretxe-
Antuqano (Ed.), Motion and space across languages and applications. Amsterdam: John 
Benjamins: 1–12. 

 
 


	Cough and joke. Concomitance co-event in Swedish motion constructions.

