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Abstract: The Moving Time metaphor and the Moving Ego metaphor are common in English
speakers’ conceptualization of time (Clark 1973; Lakoff and Johnson 1999). Previous research
has suggested a broad range of factors influencing people’s perspectives on the movement of
events in time (e.g., Boroditsky and Ramscar 2002; Matlock et al. 2005; Duffy and Feist 2014).
In the current study, we investigated whether the pace of life, a previously unexplored factor,
influences people’s interpretations of the ambiguous temporal statement “Next Wednesday’s
meeting has been moved forward two days. What day is the meeting on now?”. As
demonstrated previously, bigger cities tend to have more tempos regardless of the cultural
setting (Bornstein & Bornstein 1976). Thus, we use population as a standard to choose our
research sites. In Study 1, we compared the preferred responses of residents in New York City,
the most densely populated city in the United States, to the ambiguous Next Wednesday’s
meeting question with residents living in Albuquerque, a less populous city. In Study 2, we
attempted to conceptually replicate these findings in a new sample and a different cultural
context by examining time representations in UK participants. Moving beyond the macro level
differences in pace of life between cities, in Study 3 we measure these concepts at an individual
level. Specifically, Study 3 investigated whether the individual pace of life predicts people’s
temporal perspective adopted in response to the Next Wednesday’s meeting disambiguation.
Results showed that participants with slow pace of life tended to adopt the Moving Ego
perspective than participants with fast pace of life. The current research offers a new
perspective that individual differences such as the pace of life may also influence the resolution
of temporally ambiguous language.
Keywords: Moving Time; Moving Ego; temporal perspective; ambiguity; pace of life
References
Bornstein, M. H., & Bornstein, H. 1976. The pace of life. Nature 259, 557-559.
Boroditsky, Lera & Michael Ramscar. 2002. The roles of body and mind in abstract thought.
Psychological Science 13(2), 185–188.
Clark, Herbert H. 1973. Space, time, semantics, and the child. In T. E. Moore (ed.), Cognitive
Development and the Acquisition of Language, 27–63. New York: Academic Press.
Duffy, S. E., & Feist, M. I. (2014). Individual differences in the interpretation of ambiguous
statements about time. Cognitive Linguistics, 25(1), 29–54.
Lakoff, George & Mark Johnson. 1980. Metaphors We Live By. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.
Matlock, Teenie, Michael Ramscar & Lera Boroditsky. 2005. On the experiential link between
spatial and temporal language. Cognitive Science 29, 655–664.

